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In memoriam Marine Picon
La nature a marqué à tous les 

hommes, dans leur caractère, la route 
naturelle de leur vie, et personne 

n’est ni tranquille, ni sage, ni bon, ni 
heureux, qu’autant qu’il connaït son 

instinct et le suit bien fidélement.  
(Vauvenargues, Réflexions, 13)

This section is dedicated to Marine Picon (1972-2020), a brilliant scholar and, for 
many of us, a cherished friend, who passed away prematurely and unexpectedly (and, 
moreover, during the hardships of the French pandemic confinement), three years ago.

Marine Picon was an esteemed cognoscente of the philosophy of Leibniz, and 
a highly talented researcher. In 2013, she was awarded the Charles Schmitt Prize for 
her paper on Leibniz’s youthful writings, which were her area of expertise. Norma-
lienne, she had studied at Paris I (Sorbonne-Panthéon), followed by philosophy in a 
pre-doctoral course at Paris X (Nanterre). In addition, she earned a first-level degree 
in law at Paris II (Assas). This interdisciplinary curriculum would provide her with 
professional opportunities that supported her further studies for a certain time. How-
ever, her instinct and aspirations always drew her back to philosophy and its history.

She had first enrolled in a doctoral thesis programme at Paris IV (Paris – 
Sorbonne) and eventually moved to the ENS in Lyon, where she prepared her dis-
sertation under the guidance of Pierre-François Moreau. In December 2015 she 
successfully defended the thesis (Normes et objets du savoir dans les premiers essais 
leibniziens), which would be published posthumously, thanks to the collaboration 
of a group of friends and colleagues, by Garnier:1 it is a remarkable book that ef-
fectively challenges previous interpretations. Although it might be found diffi-
cult by less attentive readers, it will undoubtedly reward those who are interested.

To honor her memory, a seminar was held on March 12, 2022, at the Sorbonne 
University in Paris, by the Société d’études leibniziennes de langue française (SELLF).2 
Cristina Marras and Enrico Pasini presented two contributions at the seminar, that 
have been reworked for this occasion.

1.  Picon 2021; see the review by Andreas Blank in Studia Leibnitiana, 2020 (52/1-2: 268-269).
2.  “Journée d’études en hommage à Marine Picon (1972-2020)”. Co-organisée par le Centre 
d’Histoire des philosophies modernes de la Sorbonne et la Société d’études leibniziennes de 
langue française. See https://leibnizsellf.org/2022/03/04/journee-detudes-en-hommage-a-ma-
rine-picon-1972-2020/. Marine Picon had long been a member of the SELLF Board of Directors.
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